
 

 

October 9, 2016 

When Obedience is Required 1 Samuel 15:1-31  

When Saul became king, he had a big job to do.  God 
empowered Saul so that he could rout the Moabies, 
Ammonites, Edomites, kings of Zobah and the Philistines.  
He also struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel from the 
hands of those who plundered them.  Although Saul 
seemed unbeatable to his enemies, he had a weakness.  
God required obedience from Saul and Saul had a 
tendency to presume and rebel.  Four elements of the 
story provide good reminders when obedience is required. 

1. God’s instructions were __________ 

(1 Samuel 15:1-6) 

a) Saul was supposed to ____________ the Amalekites  

to destruction for what they did to Israel (vs. 1-3)   

b) Saul started well by dismissing the ______________  

(vs. 4-6)  

God wants me to ____________ His instructions.  

2. Saul’s actions were ______________ 

(1 Samuel 15:7-9) 

a) Saul _________ king Agag alive and destroyed the  

people (vs. 7-8)    

b) Saul and the people spared the animals that were 

____________ (vs. 9)    

God wants me to act for His best ______________. 
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3. Saul’s defense was __________________ 

(1 Samuel 15:10-21) 

a) Saul ______________ to have performed the  

commandment of the Lord (vs. 10-13) 

b) Saul ______________ the people for saving the good  

animals (vs. 14-16)    

c) Saul ___________________ the presence of Agag  

(vs. 17-21)    

God wants me to ___________ my sin instead of trying to  

escape.  

4. The result was ____________________ 

(1 Samuel 15:22-31) 

a) When you don’t obey and listen you ____________  

what God has for you (vs. 22-23) 

b) _________ is at the heart of our lying and selfish  

behavior (vs. 24-31)    

God wants my faith to keep my fear _______________ on  

what is important.  

MY STANDARD FOR FAITH: 

I will keep faith in God and respect for God in my heart so 

that I will be careful to listen and __________. 
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empowered Saul so that he could rout the Moabies, 
Ammonites, Edomites, kings of Zobah and the Philistines.  
He also struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel from 
hands of those who plundered them.  Although Saul 
seemed unbeatable to his enemies, he had a weakness.  
God required obedience from Saul and Saul had a 
tendency to presume and rebel.  Four elements of the 
story provide good reminders when obedience is required. 

1. God’s instructions were clear 

(1 Samuel 15:1-6) 

a) Saul was supposed to devote the Amalekites  

to destruction for what they did to Israel (vs. 1-3)   

b) Saul started well by dismissing the Kenites  

(vs. 4-6)  

God wants me to follow His instructions.  

2. Saul’s actions were selfish 

(1 Samuel 15:7-9) 

a) Saul kept king Agag alive and destroyed the  

people (vs. 7-8)    

b) Saul and the people spared the animals that were 

good (vs. 9)    

God wants me to act in His best interest. 
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3. Saul’s defense was deceitful 

(1 Samuel 15:10-21) 

a) Saul claimed to have performed the  

commandment of the Lord (vs. 10-13) 

b) Saul blamed the people for saving the good  

animals (vs. 14-16)    

c) Saul explained the presence of Agag  

(vs. 17-21)    

God wants me to admit my sin instead of trying to  

escape.  

4. The result was rejection 

(1 Samuel 15:22-31) 

a) When you don’t obey and listen you reject  

what God has for you (vs. 22-23) 

b) Fear is at the heart of our lying and selfish  

behavior (vs. 24-31)    

God wants my faith to keep my fear focused on  

what is important.  

MY STANDARD FOR FAITH: 

I will keep faith in God and respect for God in my heart so 

that I will be careful to listen and obey. 
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