
 

 

July 3, 2016 

The Power of Parables  Mark 4:1-34  

Chapter 4 of Mark is one of the few sections in Mark’s 
Gospel that is devoted to the content of Christ’s teaching.  
For a simple definition, many people say that a parable is 
an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  When 
understanding a parable you start with the setting and 
then look at how Scripture directs you to interpret and 
apply it.  Mark records four parables that challenge you to 
prepare your heart, mind, and life to fully receive Jesus, 
God’s living word. 

1. The parable of the ______________ 

(Mark 4:1-20) 

a) The seed/word on the _________ - birds – Satan  

(vs. 3-4, 13-15) 

b) The seed/word on the ____________ ground – sun  

tribulation or persecution (vs. 5-6, 16-17)  

c) The seed/word among the ___________ – thorns – 

cares, deceitfulness, desires (vs. 7, 18-19)  

d) The seed/word on the __________ soil – produces  

grain – fruitful (vs. 8-9, 20)  

Does your heart and life allow the word of God to be 

__________________ in your life? 

2. The parable of the __________  

(Mark 4:21-25) 

a) A lamp is bought to put on a ____________ (vs. 21-23)  
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b) When you use what you hear (the word), more is 

____________ to you (vs. 13-19)  

What do you do to let the word of God shine into what is 

______________ and secret in your life?  

3. The parable of a seed that _____________ 

(Mark 4:26-29) 

a) The kingdom of God/Jesus is like a seed planted  

in you that mysteriously ____________ in you and  

produces fruit (vs. 26-29)  

Have you chosen to let God plant the _________________  

seed of Jesus in your life? 

4. The parable of the _______________ seed 

(Mark 4:30-34) 

a) Receiving the kingdom of God/Jesus seems like a 

___________ thing at first (vs. 30-31) 

b) The kingdom of God/Jesus is designed to become 

_____________ than anything else in your life (vs. 32) 

Are you trying to ______________ the growth of Jesus in  

your life or reduce it? 

MY STANDARD FOR FAITH: 

I will ask God to make my heart, mind and life to be  

_____________ soil for His word.  I will ask Jesus, the  

Living Word, to consume every part of my life. 
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b) When you use what you hear (the word), more is 

added to you (vs. 13-19)  

What do you do to let the word of God shine into what is 

hidden and secret in your life?  

3. The parable of a seed that grows 

 (Mark 4:26-29) 

a) The kingdom of God/Jesus is like a seed planted  

in you that mysteriously grows in you and  

produces fruit (vs. 26-29)  

Have you chosen to let God plant the life-changing  

seed of Jesus in your life? 

4. The parable of the mustard seed 

(Mark 4:30-34) 

a) Receiving the kingdom of God/Jesus seems like a 

small thing at first (vs. 30-31) 

b) The kingdom of God/Jesus is designed to become 

larger than anything else in your life (vs. 32) 

Are you trying to nurture the growth of Jesus in  

your life or reduce it? 

MY STANDARD FOR FAITH: 

I will ask God to make my heart, mind and life to be  

fertile soil for His word.  I will ask Jesus, the  

Living Word, to consume every part of my life. 
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