
 

 

January 17, 2016 

Testing Your Faith James 1:2-15 

James was born to Mary and Joseph making him the step-
brother of Jesus.  As one of the earliest books written to 
Christians, he focuses on the importance of conduct in our 
Christian faith. Like Peter, he wants us to have a faith that 
is personal and inviting.  And like Peter, he has a conviction 
to live as a servant of God.   He teaches us that when our 
faith is tested, it offers us the opportunity to be more like 
Jesus. In his teaching, James shares three ways that testing 
and temptation interact with your faith. 

1. Trials __________ faith 

(James 1:2-8) 

a) Multifaceted trials are a ___________ thing (vs. 2) 

b) Trials can produce steadfastness which can make  

you ______________ (vs. 3-4)  

c) God gives _______________ to those going through  

trials (vs. 5-8)  

God makes your faith __________________ by allowing it  

to be tested. 

 2. The goal is to achieve ____________________ faith 

 (James 1:9-12) 

a) Trials are difficult for the _________ and the poor  

(vs. 9-11)  

b) A __________ ____ ________ awaits those whose  

faith remains steady and strong in testing (vs. 12) 
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God makes your faith __________________ by allowing it  

to be tested. 

3. ______________ will challenge your faith 

(James 1:13-15) 

a) God cannot be tempted with evil and He does not 

tempt anyone with __________ (vs. 13)  

b) You are tempted when you are lured and _________  

by your own desire (vs. 14) (1 John 2:15-17) 

** Trials are endured – Temptation is resisted ** 

 You will be tempted – 1 Corinthians 10:13 

 Watch and pray – Mark 14:37-38 

** Two important prayers: ** 

1. _______________ us from evil – Matthew 6:9-13 

2. ____________________ of sin – 1 John 1:9:   

Psalm 32:1-7 

c) When _______, desire brings forth sin (vs. 15)  

God makes your faith _______________ by allowing it  

to be tested. 

MY STANDARD FOR LIFE 

I will remain joyful, steadfast, wise, and __________ to 

God when I encounter temptation. 
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Testing Your Faith James 1:2-15 

James was born to Mary and Joseph making him the step-
brother of Jesus.  As one of the earliest books written to 
Christians, he focuses on the importance of conduct in our 
Christian faith. Like Peter, he wants us to have a faith that 
is personal and inviting.  And like Peter, he has a conviction 
to live as a servant of God.   He teaches us that when our 
faith is tested, it offers us the opportunity to be more like 
Jesus. In his teaching, James shares three ways that testing 
and temptation interact with your faith. 

1. Trials test faith 

(James 1:2-8) 

a) Multifaceted trials are a good thing (vs. 2) 

b) Trials can produce steadfastness which can make you 

complete (vs. 3-4)  

c) God gives wisdom to those going through  

trials (vs. 5-8)  

God makes your faith genuine by allowing it  

to be tested. 

 2. The goal is to achieve steadfast faith 

 (James 1:9-12) 

a) Trials are difficult for the rich and the poor  

(vs. 9-11)  

b) A crown of life awaits those whose  

faith remains steady and strong in testing (vs. 12) 
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God makes your faith enduring by allowing it  

to be tested. 

3. Desires will challenge your faith 

(James 1:13-15) 

a) God cannot be tempted with evil and He does not 

tempt anyone with evil (vs. 13) (Matthew 4:1-11)  

b) You are tempted when you are lured and enticed  

by your own desire (vs. 14) (1 John 2:15-17) 

** Trials are endured – Temptation is resisted ** 

 You will be tempted – 1 Corinthians 10:13 

 Watch and pray – Mark 14:37-38 

** Two important prayers: ** 

3. Deliver us from evil – Matthew 6:9-13 

4. Confession of sin – 1 John 1:9;  

Psalm 32:1-7 

c) When fed, desire brings forth sin (vs. 15)  

God makes your faith focused by allowing it  

to be tested. 

MY STANDARD FOR LIFE 

I will remain joyful, steadfast, wise, and close to God  

when I encounter temptation. 
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