
Joshua Chapter 6 – May 18-23 
 
Monday – Day One 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life. 
 
Jericho is Shut; God Instructs – Read Joshua 6:1-5 

 Joshua 6:1 says, “The City was shut tightly because of the sons of Israel.” Why were they so scared?  
(Remember in 2:10-11 Rahab tells the spies that they were scared because of what they had heard. Now 
God separated the Jordan so 2,000,000 people could cross on dry land. Fear turned into terror.) 

 Note the prophetic, perfect tense of vs. 2. It describes a future action as if it has already occurred.  

 For further reading: Numbers 10:9-10 tells us that sounding the "jubilee trumpet" signifies that the 
conquest of Jericho was not merely militaristic in nature, but religious as well.  

 Do you notice in this set of instructions that God tells Joshua pretty much the whole week’s worth of 
commands to follow. Why do you think God entrusted so much more now, rather than just telling 
Joshua the plan step by step as He had up to this point? (Moses had been given instructions like this and 
then began to free-lance his actions and embellish on God’s plan. God seems to be honoring Joshua for 
obeying the step-by-step instructions to the letter by entrusting him with more.) 

 What’s harder for you: Trusting that God loves you deeply enough to save you, or trusting that God is 
revealing just exactly what you need to know and can handle right now about His plan for your life? 

 
Pray that you will know the peace of trusting God for every detail of your future.  
 
Tuesday – Day Two 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life. 
 
Joshua Gives the Orders – Read Joshua 6:6-11 

 Did you know? Jericho then covered about eight or nine acres and required less than 30 minutes to 
march around. - Bible Knowledge Commentary 

 What did this look like to the residents of Jericho? (If you stand 800 men side by side would take up 
about half a mile. Multiply that by around half of the fighting men of Israel and you have completely 
engulfed the city with warriors. The view from within the city must have been claustrophobic.)   

 When crossing the Jordan, the Ark of the Covenant led the way. Now the Ark is sandwiched in the 
middle. Why do you think this is important? (God was acting to stop the river and it was His Ark that 
physically entered the waters. God was about to act again but He wanted His Ark to be “central” to the 
procession. It may also have kept the Hebrews from beginning to see the Ark as a lucky charm, though 
that would occur later.) 

 If you were a warrior, told to march in silence around the city you hoped to conquer, what would you be 
thinking about this plan? (Some might have thought this was very clever psychological warfare. Others 
must surely have wondered if Joshua really had any idea what he was doing.) 

 Have you ever been asked by God to do something that you didn’t completely understand? Did you do it 
or not? What was the result? 

 
Pray that God would strengthen your heart to be obedient by placing Him in the center of all you do today. 
 
  



Wednesday – Day Three 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life. 
 
Jericho Under Siege – Read Joshua 6:12-19 

 Further Reading: Deuteronomy 20:17 records God’s instructions the first time they approached the 
Promised Land. 

 There must have been plenty of time for the soldiers to discuss things back at camp each day. What do 
you think they would have said? (Some would have been excited; many would have wondered when the 
order to attack would finally come. A few might have thought this was a major embarrassment since this 
wasn’t the way you won a battle.) 

 More instruction now about what to do with the “stuff” they found in the city. Why does it matter to 
God what we do with the things we own or find or come in contact with? (God knows how quickly we 
can become entranced by tangible things, and how they can become our focus instead of the spiritual 
things of God.) 

 It must have been tempting to think that the soldiers were about to get rich from the plunder of Jericho! 
God had already provided for them, however. Do you ever find yourself focused on getting richer rather 
than focusing on God’s wonderful provision in your life? 

 
Pray that God would reveal just how generously He has provided for you with “every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 
1:3) and much more.  
 
Thursday – Day Four 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life 
 
“And the Walls Came Tumblin’ Down” – Read Joshua 6:20-21 

 After a week of walking in circles, the excitement really begins. A shout and the walls collapse! What do 
you note about the level of obedience the soldiers demonstrated? (They obeyed exactly what God has 
commanded, even though it meant killing every living thing in the city – a gruesome task but justified by 
of the gruesome nature of Canaanite religion.) 

 Think about it: Since the army of Israel had been marching around the city 7 times, it’s likely that many 
residents and soldiers of Jericho were either standing on the wall watching or looking out windows in 
the wall watching. Also many of the residents lived in the wall like Rahab. Most of the fight was over 
when the walls fell flat. 

 Did you know? "In view of the corrupting influence of the Canaanite religion, especially with its religious 
prostitution ... and infant sacrifice, it was impossible for pure faith and worship to be maintained in 
Israel except by the complete elimination of the Canaanites themselves." A Survey of Old Testament 
Introduction - Gleason Archer 

 Further reading: Leviticus 27:28 uses the same word devoted that is used here in Joshua for "destroyed" 
in devotion to God. 

 One of the most common mistakes Christians make is to fail to “devote” their sin to the Lord and 
completely destroy the connection we have with it. What is God calling you to sever from your life so 
you can better follow Him? 

 
Pray today that God will show you any remaining connections to sin that need to be cut off completely so you 
can serve Him better. 



 
Friday – Day Five 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life 
 
Rahab and Family Spared – Read Joshua 6:22-25 

 Why was Rahab’s family spared?  See also Hebrews 11:30-31. (Rahab had faith and she and her family 
had obeyed.) 

 Why was Rahab’s family positioned outside the camp of Israel? (They were still foreigners. They had no 
tribe to join.) 

 Did they stay as “outsiders”? (see verse 25) (They lived “amongst” the Israelites eventually. They were 
adopted into a new family!) 

 Rahab is an early picture of how Gentiles are now grafted into God’s family through faith. Do you ever 
think of just how special this makes you? 

 
Thank God today for the special way in which He made it possible for you to join His family. 
 
Saturday – Day Six 
Prayer: Pray for God to unfold His word to you, for the Spirit to teach you and for Christ to shine His light and 
truth in your life 
 
“Don’t Rebuild the City.” – Joshua 6:26-27 

 Why do you think God wanted this to be the permanent destruction of Jericho? (A further witness to His 
power and authority.) 

 What does 1 Kings 16:34 record as proof of God’s faithfulness even in judgement? (The prophecy of 
Joshua came true at the cost of Hiel of Bethel’s two sons.) 

 Joshua’s fame spread after this. Why? (The events surrounding the destruction of Jericho were amazing, 
but the primary reason was that God was with him.) 

 Are you content to let God be the one that handles your “fame” or do you feel this is your job? 
 
Pray today that you would be content to let God determine your future and fame. 


